
Monash Student Association
2023 Activities & Overview

The Monash Student Association (MSA) is the peak representative body for
undergraduate students at Monash University Clayton, supporting students since the
University was founded in 1961.  

2023 was a busy and impactful year. Through a dynamic range of services, MSA has
remained dedicated to fostering student engagement, representation, welfare, and
support.

28,700+
Club memberships

87,100+
Event Attendees

36,700+
Free meals

30,900+
Volunteer hours
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 The Monash Student Association (MSA) is built on a robust student representation structure,
comprising over 170 elected student representatives distributed across 13 departments and 4
divisions. MSA is run by students, for students, with the support of dedicated professional staff. 

The Monash Student Council is composed of student representatives from a diversity of
communities - Queer, Indigenous, Disabilities, International Students, and more. These
representatives organised thriving campaigns addressing critical issues that directly impact
students, including gender equity, climate change, health & wellbeing, and teaching awards. At
every stage MSA aims to amplify student voices, facilitate meaningful dialogue, and advocate for
tangible positive change within the University community.

 MSA students also represented the student body within University Forums and Committees
including the EDI Group, Monash Sexual Health Network, Student Academic Progress Advisory
Group, Standing Committee on Mental Health, University Education Forum, Anti-Racism Forum,
Disability Project Group, and the Assessment Sub-Committee. These representatives MSA
representatives actively contributed to shaping policies and initiatives that promote inclusivity,
well-being, and academic success. By serving on these platforms, MSA students ensured that the
diverse needs and perspectives of the student body were effectively represented and advocated
for at all levels of University governance.

 The 2023 Annual Election Report from our independent Returning Officer identified that student
participation increased significantly from 2022 - a 70% increase in nominations, and a 130%
increase in voter turnout. This increased participation signifies a deeply engaged student cohort
eager to actively shape the university experience, and advocate for their peers.
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Student Representation



 In 2023, MSA's student engagement activities were underscored by our commitment to providing
safe, fun, inclusive opportunities, with several key initiatives driving engagement and community-
building among the student body. 

 MSA’s Clubs and Societies division provides support for student-run clubs on campus. 2023 saw
the appointment of over 500 trained student leaders across our 108 clubs, including 6 newly-
established clubs. Our clubs cater to a huge range of student interests - from faculty-based clubs,
to cultural, religious, and performing arts groups. With a total of 28,700 memberships and 53,800
event attendees, these clubs serve as vibrant hubs for student interaction, learning, and
collaboration.

 Further student-led events were organised by our Representative and Volunteer departments,
with a diverse programme of 200+ activities drawing over 29,000 attendees over the course of the
year. From on-campus parties to multicultural celebrations; sexual health workshops to student-
led art, language, and music classes; these events provide opportunities for socialisation, personal
development, and cultural enrichment.
 
 These events and programs also serve as valuable practical experience for our student leaders.
MSA's Leadership and Volunteering Department continued to nurture a dedicated network of
volunteers, totaling 2,090 individuals who collectively contributed 30,956 hours of service. These
volunteers received training, support, and meaningful opportunities to contribute to community
well-being, underscoring MSA's commitment to fostering a culture of collaboration and civic
engagement among students.

Student Engagement
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 MSA also provides valuable opportunities for students to pursue artistic endeavours. MSA's
Student Theatre (MUST) delivers a rich tapestry of performances and programs, which in 2023
included 6 full productions, a multi-week Cabaret Festival, collaborative shows, and professional
placements, with a total of 4304 tickets across 67 performances. Their offerings also include the
popular International Beginners Program, skill development workshops, and student internships
for roles throughout the theatre, both front-of-house and backstage. 1242 students participated in
programs ranging from stage management to marketing, designer to audio technician. Through
these endeavours, MUST provided students with avenues for artistic expression, entertainment,
skill development, and immersive cultural experiences, enriching the fabric of campus life. 

Our student media platforms are an important means of encouraging expression, and uplifting
student voice. Our Student Radio provides opportunities for student presenters, performers and
technicians; and our student newspaper Lots Wife publishes written contributions from the entire
student body. 

 Both central to, and illustrative of, these engagement efforts is the success of the annual 
MSA+ membership program. Membership continues to thrive, with 10,104 students joining in 2023.
Through this program, MSA provides students with discounts at partner retailers; and also allows
us to offer more accessible pricing on club memberships and events. This increases students’
capacity to participate in on-campus activities, and fosters a sense of belonging within the  
community.

More Student Engagement
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Student Welfare & Support 

 In 2023, MSA continued its crucial commitment to student welfare through a comprehensive
range of initiatives and services. MSA's food welfare efforts were particularly impactful, with
weekly breakfasts and dinners, free fresh food markets, exam welfare packs, and International
Student lunches. Throughout the year, MSA provided over 15,700 kilograms of fresh groceries, and
served more than 21,000 free meals, working to alleviate food insecurity. In alignment with our
sustainability goals, over 95% of these meals were plant-based. 

 Student support is also provided directly and personally, through our Student Advocacy and
Support team, wherein we provide independent, confidential advocacy and services for students
at Clayton, Parkville and Gippsland. In 2023, MSA Advocates held 5,650 one-on-one support
sessions, offering guidance and assistance to students facing both academic and personal
challenges. Furthermore, MSA provided Advisors and Student Panel representatives for over
3,090 Academic Progress hearings, supporting students in navigating the process and advocating
for their interests to achieve positive outcomes. 

 Student wellbeing is core to MSA’s values. Our wellbeing programs include Tax Help, a student
budgeting service, sustainable clothes swaps, free yoga classes, & peer study programs. These
student-centred programs are developed to encourage social connection, community-building, and
personal resilience. We are committed to to ensuring that all students have access to the support
they need to thrive both academically and personally. 
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Student Services & Facilities

MSA’s student services are continually developing, informed by student needs, and responsive to
on-campus trends. We provide a wide array of resources and facilities to enhance the student
experience at Monash University Clayton.

Within the campus centre, this includes a number of student lounges - the International Students'
Lounge, Women's Lounge, Queer Lounge, Disabilities & Carers Lounge, Mature-Aged & Part-Time
Students Lounge, and Volunteer Lounge. These are autonomous, collectively-run spaces in which
students can feel a sense of ownership and belonging, empowering them in their university
journey.

The Student Union Recreational Library (SURLY) is MSA’s non-academic library in the Campus
Centre, and a real hub of student activity. Through SURLY we provide information services,
recreational media, digital media, equipment loans, book clubs, and creative writing opportunities.
In 2023, SURLY loaned 10,815 items to students. The library also serves as a welcoming space for
students to study, relax, and connect with peers, enriching on-campus community and
encouraging creativity.

MSA also operates two food outlets in the Campus Centre. Wholefoods Vegetarian Cafe &
Restaurant serves cheap, nutritious vegetarian meals, and has been crucial to our welfare food
delivery initiatives. Sir John’s Bar offers a range of student-budget-friendly hot meals and drinks,
and is a popular venue for student events. They both serve thousands of affordable, healthy meals
each week, and support our actions to build a strong sense of belonging on campus. 
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More Student Services & Facilities
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MSA Training and Professional Development, as a Registered Training Organisation, offers both
Nationally-Recognised Diploma-level training and vocationally-focused short courses. Throughout
the year, MSA delivered training to 1,380 students across 17 different courses, equipping them
with valuable skills and qualifications to succeed in their academic and professional endeavours.

Biker Co, MSA's on-campus bike shop, continued to support the cycling community at Monash by
offering repair, servicing, and sales. In 2023, a successful partnership with Brainwave Bikes
enabled the provision of cheap refurbished bikes to students, while simultaneously raising funds
for children with brain injuries. 

Through these initiatives, MSA demonstrates our commitment to providing essential services and
resources that contribute to the well-being and enrichment of the student body.

MSA is proud of a successful 2023, and looks forward
to continuing to support the campus community with
student- driven programs & services in 2024. 
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